
First I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and 

I wish you all a Happy New Year.  The 

detachment officers and I want to thank each and 

every one of you for a great year and for all   your 

participation in the detachment activities and 

events this past year, 2011.  

 

The beginning of another year is in front of us and 

I know that the detachment will perform in all of 

the activities and events that will be requested 

throughout the community for our attendance and 

ceremonial unit participation with all the energy that we did in 2011.  

The first, of which, will be the Bel Air Gun Show in February, the 

nominations for detachment officers, and nominations for our Marine of 

the Year for 2012.   

          

      Semper Fidelis,  

      Don Benson  
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From the Sr. Vice Commandant  

The annual Christmas party was a great time.  Many wives and guests 

showed up for the party which made it extra special.  Thanks to Joanne 

Wlock for pulling it all together.  

 

Our trip to BWI for Operation Welcome Home was a success. Seven 

members of the detachment attended plus one Young Marine.  

 

Toys for Tots was successful.  Another great job by Marine Gene Wlock.  

After a brief time off we are back to our bowling program for the Vets at 

Perry Point Medical Center.  Any member who would like to join us feel 

free to call the commandant  and he will get you signed up as a volunteer 

at the medical center.  

 

      Semper Fi,              

      Pete Arnold   

 

 



Semper Fi Fellow Marines, Corpsmen, and Associates,   

 

I would like to thank everyone who took their time and participated 

in our Harford County annual Toys for Tots donation drive this 

years.  This year we received and collected 47,195 new and 

unwrapped toys.  Donations were received from numerous sources in 

the community including county employees, businesses, community 

groups and individual citizens.  It is always extremely rewarding to 

work together for such a good cause.   This year 36,533 toys were 

distributed to 5,290 children throughout Harford County.  

 

I am very pleased with the success of the 2011 toy drive.  Your 

support has played a part in the continued success of this very 

important program.  It's people like you that make a difference in 

this community.  Thank you again for your continued assistance and 

support in making the 2011 Toys for Tots toy drive a successful 

event.  

      Semper Fi,  

      Gene Wlock  

Detachment Calendar  

January 

 

¶ 24 Detachment Meeting at 

VFW Post, 7:00 p.m.  

¶ 28 MODD Pound 333 Growl 

at American Legion Post 15, 

129 W. Main St., Elkton, MD, 

8:00 a.m. 

 

February  

 

¶ 3-5 Bel Air Gun Show at the 

Bel Air Armory (3rd 5:00 ñ9:00 

p.m.; 4th 9:00 a.m. ñ5:00 p.m.; 

5th 9:00 a.m.ñ3:00 p.m.)  

¶ 17-18 MCL National Mid

-Winter Conference, Tyson 

Corner, VA  

¶ 28 Detachment Meeting at 

VFW Post, 7:00 p.m.  

 

March  

 

¶ 10 Department Spring Staff 

Meeting hosted by the Carroll 

Co. Detachment, Location 

TBD  

¶ 24 MODD Pound 333 Growl 

at VFW Post, 9:00 a.m.  

¶ 27 Detachment Meeting at 

VFW Post, 7:00 p.m.  
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Jr. Vice Commandantõs Corner 

MCL Mid -Winter National Staff Conference  

The Marine Corps League Mid -

Winter National Staff Conference 

will be held February 16, 17 and 

18, 2012 at the Tysons Corner 

Marriott in Vienna, VA.  

The room rate is $95 per night, 

single or double.  

Please make your room reservation 

directly to the Tysons Corner Marriott no later than January 20, 

2012 at (703) 734-3200.  

 

Be sure to tell them you are with the Marine Corps League.  



Detachment Business and Activities  

Chaplainõs Home 
 

Wild Bill Collins is still at Manor 

Care Rossville, 6600 Ridge Rd., 

Rosedale, MD 21237.  Bill 

continues to improve everyday, but 

still needs a few more surgeries to 

get him off sick call.  Bill can 

receive visitors, but we recommend 

you call first to ensure Billõs is not 

in treatment.  

 

Marines Dick Lowe is still on sick call and 

continues to recover.   

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all our 

members and memberõs family whoõ s names I 

have reported on these past few months.  

 

Please remember to give me a call at 410 -879-

1637 or email me at  billyarbroughjr@gmail.com 

to  notify me of  any illness or passing of a 

member or family members.   

                                     

   For God, Country, Corps  and League,  

            Bill Yarbrough  

            Chaplain  
 

 

Fallen Marine Report  

 

I am happy to state 

we have not receive 

any notification of 

any Fallen Marine 

this past month.    

 

Our thoughts and 

prayers remain with all the Fallen Marines and 

their families, especially those we have 

recognized since establishing our Fallen Marine 

Program and all the Marines of the past who 

have reported to the Supreme Commandant; 

Rest in Peace Mighty Warriors.  

 

     Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                     

   Charlie Warns  
 

Detachment Membership Report  
 

The detachment strength 

according to the December general 

meeting has the detachment at 89 

members of which 85 are paid and 

4 in arrears.  Of the 85 members 

43 are paid life members.   

 

RENEWALS:  With the exception of life members 

each member must pay a $35.00 annual renewal 

each year.  This is due during the anniversary of 

the month that the member joined the 

detachment.  Members who receive a renewal due 

notice in the mail from National Headquarters 

should submit their payment to the detachment 

adjutant/paymaster at the next monthly meeting 

or by mailing your check to:  

 

Marine Corps League  

Harford County Detachment  

Attn:  Paymaster   

P.O. Box 656   

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 -0656 

 

If you donõt want to deal with annual renewal of 

your membership think about life membership.  

Life Membership Dues are as follows:  

 

EFFECTIVE  1/1/2009  

AGE                   

17-35         $500  

36-50         $400 

51-60            $300 

61 and over    $150 

 

NEW MEMBERS:  No new members is past 

month.     

 

Donõt forget, every Marine Corps League 

member is a Marine Corps League recruiter.  

 

                       Semper Fidelis,  

                       Dick Wischhusen  

                       Paymaster  
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Detachment Business and Activities ñContinued  
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Operation Welcome Home  
 

Our next trip to BWI to 

welcome home the 

troops is Thursday, 26 

Jan.  We need to be at 

the airport at 6 pm. We 

will meet at the 

Outback Restaurant in 

Perry Hall at 5pm.  

 

PLEASE MARK YOU CALENDARS AND LET 

ME KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND.   I can 

be reached by phone at 410-258-8733 or e-mail: 

apetearnold@aol.com.  

  

   Pete Arnold  

   Sr. Vice Commandant  

Marine Corps League License Plates  
 

Any members who is in 

good standing in the 

Marine Corps League 

may purchase Marine 

Corps League license 

plate (auto and motorcycle).   

 

In this interim period while Marine Bill Collins, 

our MCL license plates coordinator, is out for 

recovery from his auto accident, Past 

Department Commandant Jack Colleran of the 

Baltimore Detachment is the state chairman for 

the Marine Corps League License Program.  If 

interested in obtaining these organizational 

plates, please  contact Jack at (410) 647 -3877 or 

at 44 Benfield Rd, Severna Park, MD 21146.   

 

   Semper Fidelis,  

   Ray Ayres  

   Newsletter Editor  

    

Detachmentõs 10th Anniversary 

Committee  

The detachment was 

chartered in March 2005 and 

as such, the Board of 

Trustees would like to begin 

planning for our 10th 

anniversary celebration and 

is looking for volunteers to 

serve on the anniversary 

committee.  

If you are interested in helping to plan our 

celebration please contact Jr. Past Commandant 

Charlie Warns to volunteer.  

   Ray Ayres  

   Newsletter Editor  

 Marine Corps League Convention  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Department of Maryland  

Marine Corps League Convention  

April 26th , 27th & 28th, 2012  

 

PRINCESS ROYALE OCEANFRONT HOTEL  

& CONFERENCE CENTER  

9100 COASTAL HIGHWAY OCEAN CITY, 

MARYLAND 21842  

410-524-7777  



PAGE  5 NEWSLETTER OF THE HARFORD COUNTY DETACHMENT, MARINE CORPS 

Detachment Business and Activities ñContinued  

New Law Change Increases Insurance Coverage for Veterans  
January 10, 2012  

 

WASHINGTON ð Some Veterans covered under the Veterans Group Life Insurance program (VGLI) 

now have the opportunity to increase their coverage to the current maximum coverage under the 

Servicemembersõ Group Life Insurance (SGLI) program. 

òCurrently, 70 percent of the Veterans covered under VGLI are under age 60, have less than $400,000 

of coverage, and will greatly benefit from this law change,ó said Allison A. Hickey, Department of 

Veterans Affairs under secretary for benefits.  

Under the Veteransõ Benefits Act of 2010, enacted on Oct. 13, 2010, Veterans can increase their 

coverage by $25,000 at each five -year anniversary date of their policy to the current legislated 

maximum SGLI coverage, presently, $400,000.  

To date, approximately 21 percent of eligible Veterans have taken advantage of this opportunity, 

resulting in nearly $113 million of new coverage being issued.  

The VGLI program allows newly discharged Veterans to convert their SGLI coverage they had while in 

the service to a civilian program. Before enactment of this law, Veterans could not have more VGLI 

than the amount of SGLI they had at the time of separation from service.  

For example, those who got out of the service prior to Sept. 1, 2005, when the maximum SGLI coverage 

was $250,000, were limited to $250,000 in VGLI coverage.  

Now on their first five -year anniversary, these Veterans can elect to increase their coverage to 

$275,000. On their next five -year anniversary, they can increase the coverage to $300,000, and so forth.  

The additional coverage can be issued regardless of the Veteranõs health. To be eligible to purchase this 

additional coverage, the Veteran must:  

¶ Have active VGLI coverage,  

¶ Have less than the current legislated maximum coverage of $400,000,  

¶ Request the additional coverage during the 120 -day period prior to each five -year 

anniversary date, and  

¶ Be less than 60 years of age on the five -year anniversary date of his or her coverage.  

Eligible Veterans are notified of this opportunity a week before the start of the 120 -day period prior to 

their anniversary date, and twice more before the actual anniversary date.  

For more information about VAõs Insurance Program or other VA benefits, go to www.va.gov  or call 1 -

800-827-1000.  Veterans are also encouraged to visit VAõs web portal eBenefits - Insurance . 
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Military Order of the Devil 

Dogs Pound 333  

Woof woof, 

 

On 15 December 

2011, Pound 

Keeper Charlie 

Warns, Mad Dog 

Don Benson, and 

Dog Robber Dick 

Wischhusen, presented a check in the amount of 

$570.00 to Dr. Deborah Montgomery at John 

Archer School.   In addition to the check the 

detachment provided 150 stuffed animals to the 

school for the students.   John Archer is a school 

for severely handicapped children and is the 

institution chosen by Pound #333 as its charity.  

Money (bones) are collected at each Pound  Growl 

to support John Archer.   It is our privilege to be 

able to donate to the school in order to support 

the programs presented to the children.    

  

The next Pack growl is being held on 14 January 

2012, at the American Legion in Centerville, 

MD.   The growl follows the State staff meeting 

and is usually held after the lunch break.   If you 

are a DD and plan on moving up in August at the 

Kennel growl you need to have attended at least 

two Pack growls during the past year.  

  

The first Pound growl of the new  year will be 

held on 28 January 2012,  in the Cecil County 

Dog House in Elkton.   The growl will start at 

0900.  Breakfast will be served beginning at 0800 

for a cost of 5 bones.  The Mad Dog will be 

expecting Pups and Mongrels at 0830.  

  

We would really like to have some new Pups in 

the Pound.   Ask any of the Devil Dogs about 

becoming a member of the Pound.   We would 

really like to have you.   You won't regret it.  It is 

an honor to be a Devil Dog, the fun and honor 

society of the Marine Corps League.  

  

   Woof woof, 

   Charlie Warns  

 

On the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the 

Korean War, the Republic of Korea 60th 

Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration 

Committee has various plans to thank, honor and 

remember Korean War Veterans and their 

achievements.  

 

One of the meaningful projects is to send letters of 

appreciation from the President of the Republic of 

Korea to as many living Korean War Veterans as 

possible to express tribute and profound gratitude 

for their service and sacrifice that laid the 

foundation of peace and freedom that we enjoy 

today.  

 

We strongly recommend that a Korean War 

Veteran who wants to receive their letter should fill 

out and submit an online application form for an 

appreciation letter from the Republic of Korea 

President.  

 

A Korean War Veteran not able to submit an online 

application form can download, print and mail a 

form to the US Branch of Republic of Korea 60th 

Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration 

Committee.  

 

By Internet, click here to apply online or visit at 

http://mpva.sendmall.co.kr/apply/apply1.asp  

 

By Mail: click here to download and print the 

Application Form, and mail it to:  

US Branch ROK 60th AKW Commemoration 

Committee  

2450 Massachusetts Avenue N.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20008, USA  

 

Direct Questions to:  sweetewe@korea.kr  

http://www.mdva.state.md.us/documents/MDVANewsletterSummer2011.pdf
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10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that 

2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia 

for Operation United Shield to assist in the final 

withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from 

Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN 

request for American protection of its 

peacekeeping forces serving in the war -torn 

African nation.  

11 January 1945: The first elements of Marine 

Aircraft Group 24, commanded by Colonel Lyle H. 

Meyer, landed at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine 

Islands, to provide close air support for Army 

forces. Over the next three months, MAG -24 and 

MAG -32 would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties 

and drop more than 19,000 bombs as part of the 

Fifth Air Force in support of the Sixth Army.  

16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield 

became Operation Desert Storm as forces of the 

allied coalition launched an all -out air campaign 

against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an 

effort to liberate Kuwait and enforce the 

resolutions of the United Nations Security 

Council. Overall, in the theater of operations, the 

coalition forces included more than 415,000 U.S. 

troops. 

18 January 1951: Marines of the 1st Marine 

Division began mopping -up operations against 

guerrillas in the Pohang area, South Korea, 

following the Division's return from its epic battle 

with Communist Chinese troops at the Chosin 

(Changjin) Reservoir.  

20 January 1968: The second battle for Khe Sanh 

began when Marines from the 3d Battalion, 26th 

Marines attacked a North Vietnamese battalion 

between Hill 881 South and Hill 881 North. More 

than 100 of the enemy were killed.  

22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon, 

perhaps the most successful high -mobility 

regimental -size action of the Vietnam War, began 

in the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys when the 9th 

Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H. 

Barrow, and supporting artillery were lifted from 

Quang Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area 

had been cleared out, 1617 enemy dead had been 

counted, and more than 500 tons of weapons and 

ammunition unearthed.  
 

This Month in Marine Corps 

History  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 1775 the Second Continental Congress, 

meeting at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia, created 

the Continental Army and appointed George 

Washington its general.  Now it needed a Navy,  

So, in October of that year the Congress created 

a Continental Navy; and because all navies 

require Marines for security and landing forces, 

on 10 November 1775, it ordered the creation of 

two battalions of Continental Marines for sea 

duty.  

On 28 November Philadelphia tavern keeper 

Samuel Nicholas was commissioned as captain of 

Marinesñthe first Commandant of the Marine 

Corps-with duties to recruit two battalions.  His 

recruiting prowess would continue to be vital to 

the Colonies throughout the war.  

A few months later, Captain Nicholas led the 

Marinesõ first-ever amphibious landing to 

capture British military stores in the Bahamas.  

Promoted to major, he later led a battalion of 130 

attached to Brigadier General Cadwaladerõs 

brigade at Trenton, followed by a victory at 

Princeton in January 1777.  Following the end of 

the Revolutionary War, in 1783, Major Nicholas 

returned to civilian life in Philadelphia.  

A Marine Icon ñ Major 

Samuel Nicholas  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chesty_Puller.jpg


Detachment Shirts Available  

Don Benson can furnished 

detachment members with some 

very nice detachment golf shirts 

and sweatshirts with the name 

Harford County Detachment, 

Marine Corps League, and the 

Eagle, Goble and Anchor on the 

shirts.   

The price of the golf shirts are approximately 

$31.00.  There are several types of shirts and 

colors to select from and I would suggest that you 

check directly with Don at a detachment meetings, 

call him at 443 -845-4439 or email 

msgte8don@yahoo.com to inquire or order a shirt.  

The òCell Phones for Soldiersó program 

is a viable way for us to show our 

support to the deployed troops.  We 

collected 67 phones this last month.  

To date and since June 2005, the 

detachment has collected over 11,690 

cell phones.  These phones are sent to 

a collection point and exchanged for 

òTelephone Calling Cardsó which are then sent 

overseas to our deployed troops.  This enables 

them to call family and friends at no cost to them.  

If you have collected any phone donations please 

be sure to bring them to our next meeting.   

                   Pete Arnold , CPS Coordinator  

I am always looking for articles, items and 

photographs from any of our detachment activities 

to include in our Detachment History Book.  If you 

have any of these items please share them with 

me.  Any original photographs will be copied and 

returned.  

 

Donõt forget to stop by and look through our 

history book before or after any of our monthly 

meetings.  

     

                                       Dave Franz, Historian  

Cell Phones for Soldiers  

 Detachment History Book  

We welcome the Marine Corps League members to 

the Lounge, we always need your support.  Please 

keep in mind if you are not a VFW member you 

MUST sign our guest book upon entering the 

lounge.  If you bring a friend be sure that they sign 

the guest book as well. Harford County is watching 

all private clubs, we do not want to make the 

newspaper for any reason.  

 

Come on out the 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 for shrimp 

night, and bring some friends.  We have 1/2 lb. 

shrimp, fries,  and cole slaw for $10.00.  We have a 

signup sheet in the lounge, you can sign up when 

you come in or call between 6:60 and 9:30 Tuesday -

Saturday 410 -692-5414 and to be put on the signup 

sheet.  Cut off is the Saturday night before the 

shrimp night. Every Thursday night is ladies night 

and all drinks for ladies are 1/2 price. Perfect for a 

ladies night out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Lounge at the VFW  

Sunday  CLOSED  

Monday  CLOSED  

Tuesday  6:30 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  

Wednesday  6:30 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  

Thursday  4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.  

Friday  4:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.  

Saturday  12:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.  
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Detachment Fund Raiser  
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